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HAPPY 90TH ANNIVERSARY TO
THE NATIONAL LIBRARY SERV-
ICE FOR THE BLIND AND PRINT
DISABLED

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 2, 2021

Ms. LOFGREN. Madam Speaker, | rise to
acknowledge the 90th anniversary of the Na-
tional Library Service for the Blind and Print
Disabled (“NLS”). Established by a 1931 Act
of Congress, the NLS administers a free na-
tional library program that provides braille and
recorded materials to people who cannot see
or handle traditional print materials through a
national network of cooperating libraries. Since
its establishment, the NLS has remained a
leading force in the national effort to increase
the access of those with low vision, blindness,
or other print disabilities to reading materials
and a shining example for similar programs
around the world.

Initially established as a program to serve
only blind adults, the NLS was expanded in
1952 to include children, in 1966 to include in-
dividuals with other physical disabilities that
prevent reading traditional print materials, and
in 2016 to permit NLS to provide refreshable
braille displays. Under a special provision of
the U.S. Copyright Law, and with the permis-
sion of authors and publishers of works not
covered by that provision, NLS selects books
and magazines for full-length publication in
braille, e-braille, and digital audio format.
These materials (along with free playback
equipment needed to ready audiobooks and
magazines) are circulated to patrons within the
United States and its territories and to Amer-
ican citizens living abroad. The program con-
tinues to expand in both its reach and capa-
bilities, now allowing for instantly
downloadable digital audio and e-braille mate-
rials via the NLS mobile applications and al-
lowing patrons to request accessible materials
in a wide range of languages from libraries
around the world.

The banner atop the NLS webpage an-
nounces the service’s noble mission: “That All
May Read.” Over the past 90 years, the NLS,
which updated its name from the National Li-
brary Service for the Blind and Physically
Handicapped in 2019, has been steadfast in
its efforts to accomplish this mission, ensuring
that no person be denied the joy of literature
and reading because of blindness or disability.
The impact of the NLS over the past 90 years
has been vast and far-reaching and | look for-
ward to witnessing what the NLS will accom-
plish with another 90 years. On behalf of all of
us in this House, congratulations to the Na-
tional Library Service and to those who work
tirelessly to make the NLS’s outstanding mis-
sion a reality. Many thanks for all their good
work.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF BARBARA
ANSELMO CHIFICI

HON. STEVE SCALISE

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, March 2, 2021

Mr. SCALISE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of New Orleans restauranteur
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Barbara Anselmo Chifici who passed away on
January 23, 2021. She is survived by her
seven children, twelve grandchildren, and two
brothers.

Barbara reached national recognition
throughout her successful career in the cul-
inary industry. For almost 40 vyears, she
owned Deanie’s Seafood restaurants, which
she operated with her late husband Frank
Chifici. Known for their overflowing fried sea-
food platters, Deanie’s restaurants became a
New Orleans staple and were featured on nu-
merous local and national news programs.

Barbara was also well-known for giving back
to her community. From creating a crawfish
and music festival that benefited local charities
and serving as president of a local philan-
thropic organization to her numerous positions
in the St. Mary Magdalen Mothers’ Club and
the Archbishop Rummel High School Parents’
Club, Barbara played an invaluable role in our
community. She will be deeply missed and her
impact in Louisiana will be felt for many years.

| offer my sincerest condolences to her fam-
ily, and | know her legacy will undoubtedly live
on in our community.

——————

RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL THESPIAN
TROUPE 7742 COLLECTS FOOD
FOR COMMUNITY FOOD BANK

HON. TOM MALINOWSKI

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 2, 2021

Mr. MALINOWSKI. Madam Speaker, today |
rise to honor Ridge High School Thespian
Troupe 7742.

As part of New Jersey Thespians’ Trick or
Treat so Kids Can Eat program, Troupe 7742
collected close to 170 pounds of food for the
Somerset County Food Bank. Their donation
efforts came at a critical time for many New
Jerseyans who are utilizing community food
banks now more than ever before.

Ridge High School Thespian Troupe 7742 is
comprised of students who not only excel in
the arts, but who also strive to make a dif-
ference in their own neighborhood. Their con-
tributions here demonstrate just that. Thank
you to Troupe 7742 for the work they do to
enrich and give back to the Somerset County
community.

———

HONORING THE LATE FATHER
JASSO

HON. MARC A. VEASEY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 2, 2021

Mr. VEASEY. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to commemorate the legacy of a pillar of our
Fort Worth community—Father Jasso. Father
Stephen Jasso was a Man of God who used
his position to advocate for the city’s poor and
powerless even during his last years when he
fought a debilitating disease.

Father Jasso served the North Side Catholic
parish of All Saints in Fort Worth faithfully and
tirelessly for 23 years before his retirement in
2018. Born in Waco, Texas, Father Jasso was
one of several children born to the late Do-
mingo and Leonor Jasso, who came to Texas
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from Mexico. Before entering the Franciscan
order in 1957, he served in the U.S. Army dur-
ing the Korean War, earning the rank of ser-
geant first class.

After completing his seminary studies in
Mallorca, Spain, and Rome, ltaly, he was or-
dained a Catholic priest in 1965. During his
early years in the priesthood, he traveled to
Peru where he spent four years as a mis-
sionary. His next assignment took Father
Jasso to Mexico where he spent 24 years
serving parishes.

In 1994, at 62 years old, he was named
pastor of All Saints Catholic Church in Fort
Worth in 1994, where he also served on many
local boards and commissions, including the
United Way board and the Task Force on
Racism. During this lifetime, Father Jasso also
served as a vigilant advocate for immigrants
and the disenfranchised in our North Texas
community.

Let us live up to Father Jasso’s legacy and
ensure we spend every day living a selfless
life devoted to those less fortunate.

HONORING MRS. PATRICIA
JOHNSON LOVE

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 2, 2021

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor a business-
woman and community leader, Mrs. Patricia
Johnson Love.

Patricia Dale Johnson Love graced the
earth in September of 1969. She is the third
youngest of many siblings. She was born to
the late Lucious and Jessie Mae Johnson. On
a gloomy day, while she was only 3 years old,
in March of 1972, the youngest of the siblings
was born. After her mother gave birth to her
little sister, she hemorrhaged and transitioned.
Ten years later, when she was only 13 years
old, her father passed away. Although Love
was too young to understand, life for her was
about to be a challenge.

She spent her childhood in different homes.
Not all of them were good, but she and her
siblings made the best of them. She would
often think about the mile walk to the well to
carry water, with no shoes on, on a rock road.
She and her siblings trusted God every step of
the way.

Love graduated from Quitman County High
School in 1987. She attended Northwest Com-
munity College and graduated with an asso-
ciate degree in Basic Computer Programming.
While at Northwest, she made her money by
fixing young ladies’ hair in the dormitory. After
a year of employment, she decided to save
her money and attend Cosmetology school.

Love began her career as a licensed cos-
metologist in 1993 at Lewis Beauty Salon in
Marks, Mississippi. In 2002, she stepped out
on faith and opened her own salon. She want-
ed to give new stylists a place to start their ca-
reer. Her favorite clients were the elderly. She
would pick up those who needed a ride and
take them home. She never gave it a thought
because their children would be at work.
Sometimes, she would even have to take
them to the grocery store or the post office be-
fore driving them home.

In 1994 during the ice storm, God gave her
a gift. She named her gift, Altrevia Rashun
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Jackson. Love became a single parent when
her child was only four years old. During this
time, she became ill. For three years, she suf-
fered with Crohn’s disease. She kept the faith
and prayed that God will let her raise her
child. After surgery in 1999, she was healed.

In 2013, she married Donnie Ray Love.
Donnie was also a businessman, who inspired
her to pursue other avenues. Together, they
have 4 children.

After her daughter graduated from high
school, she was hesitant on completing col-
lege. Love knew her daughter’'s capabilities,
and she knew she had become distracted.
She challenged her to a bachelor's degree.
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She attended Mississippi Valley State Univer-
sity and asked her daughter to attend. She
knew that she had bitten off a bit much, but
there was no turning back. The bond between
the two grew even more, as they traveled to
school together at night.

In 2017, she graduated with a bachelor’s
degree in Business Administration and a con-
centration in Occupational Management. She
wanted a mother and daughter graduation, but
her daughter was not quite ready. She fin-
ished the next year in 2018.

Love’s professors thought it would be great
for her to pursue a master’s degree. She knew
it would be difficult, but not impossible. In
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2019 she received her master's degree in
Business Administration, with honors.

Patricia understands the full phrase of “it
takes a village to raise a child.” She sees
guiding children as a community effort. She
loves children and wishes she could save
them all. Therefore, she enjoys spending her
spare time volunteering and tutoring at the Vil-
lage in Marks, Mississippi.

Love is the owner and operator of PJs
Salon for 21 years and has served 28 years
in the business.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in recognizing Mrs. Patricia Johnson Love
for her dedication in serving her community.
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